
Hope Garden Children’s Ballet Theatre and Essence Studios present:

Fairy Tales on Stage  
featuring 

May 9, 1pm & 6pm 
Kreeger Auditorium at the Bender JCC, Rockville, MD 

Giselle



CONGRATULATIONS! 
 To all the Dancers and many       

Volunteers at Hope Garden Children’s 
Ballet Theatre!  Our Community    

embraces Ar琀st Director Claire Jones 
for her passion and crea琀vity!  

BRAVO to ALL!  

10121  River Road Potomac, MD 301-299-6000 

Gail Lee 
301-602-8188

Gail@GailLeeHomes.com 

Dear families and patrons of the arts, it is with great excitement that  
Essence Studios and Hope Garden Children’s Ballet Theatre present “Fairy 
Tales on Stage, featuring Giselle,” their 9th performance together. While 
this is Essence’s 5th annual Spring show, HGCBT is celebrating their 19th 
year of incredible work, providing the artistically underserved northwest 
corner of Montgomery County with access to high-quality dance  
performances.  

I want to first acknowledge and thank all of my dedicated and  
compassionate instructors for training these kids in the technique and art 
of dance, while also passing on the importance of commitment, teamwork, 
self-expression, discipline, and confidence. I also want to thank the 
dancers for putting in so many hours of dedication and exhausting work  
to make this production a success. Your commitment has paid off and you 
all should be so proud!  

There are innumerable parent volunteers to thank, who have put so 
much time and energy into ensuring the success of the performance and 
its talented dancers. But overall this show would not be possible without 
our tireless Board of Directors, who are always striving to expand on its 
mission by providing more opportunities for performers, technicians,  
students, and choreographers. Which, I believe, is beautifully embodied  
in this production.  

Last but not least, Essence Studios would not be second home to so 
many, and HGCBT would not be the beautiful organization it is, without 
the constant support, both emotional and physical, of my parents. Original 
members of the HGCBT Board in 2008 and parents of 3 professional  
artists, their dedication to the mission of both HGCBT and Essence, as  
well as to the dreams of each dancer who walks through my doors…is  
unparalleled. My vision would not have existed without them, and HGCBT 
certainly would not have excelled for 19 years without them. Thank you 
for forever, from the bottom of my heart. 

And now please sit back and relax, and enjoy the artistry and magic of 
fairy tales told through dance! 

– Miss Claire

Welcome



Principal Sponsors, $500‐$999 
        

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR DANCERS!  
Donate with PayPal or credit card  — _ 

or Venmo: @HopeGardenCBT
More info at www.HopeGardenCBT.org

Prima Sponsors, $1,000 and up 
   HGCBT  

Would Like to  

Thank  
Our Generous  

Sponsors and Angels

Angels  
 

PRIMA, $1,000 and up 

Kari and Adam Auel 
Terri and Peter Gimbrere 

PRINCIPAL, $500 to $999 

Debbie and Jeff Opiekun 
The Tchorni Family 

SOLOIST, $250 to $499 

The Employees of  
The Market at Deere Valley 

CORP, up to $250 

Russell D'Souza 
Barbara  Junghans 

May Kessler 
Bethanie Lee 

Amanda Leichliter 
Robin Mevissen and Tom McInnes, 

Poolesville Vision 
Bernie and Cathy Mihm 

Corp Sponsors, $100–$249  
 

Soloist Sponsors, $250‐$499 
        

OF POOLESVILLE

If you would like to become an HGCBT Sponsor or Angel please speak to  
any member of the board of directors listed in this program, email us at  

HopeGardenCBT@gmail.com or donate electronically. Thank you!



December 5, 2026, 1 and 6pm 
Kreeger Theater at the Bender JCC of Greater Washington 

6125 Montrose Rd • Rockville, MD 20852

A Taste of Riverworks 
June 6th, 2026

17617 W Willard Rd, Poolesville, MD 20837  
The Taste of Riverworks is a free, outdoor festival featuring plein air 

painters around the Ag Reserve, a wet paint auction of their work, live music and 
dance performances, art activites for adults and children alike, beer, wine, food, and ice 
cream! Join us at A Taste of Riverworks and play a role in developing this growing new 

arts center as it transforms our community and becomes a place of creativity for all!  
Performances begin at 4pm with dancers from Poolesville's Essence Studios  

and Hope Garden Children's Ballet Theater! Other performers include Riverworks' 
very own Reserve Wind Ensemble and Children's Choir,  and the headliner band, 

Corey and the Zydeco Hot Peppers!

For more info on the 
day’s events visit  

riverworksart.org

To donate or volunteer,  
   or if you need help, visit us at  wumcohelp.org

Join HGCBT and Essence Studios 
as we celebrate the joy of our 

world’s seasonal holidays!

A helping hand for those in 
need in our community.

Our Goal is Simple: 
To improve the quality of life for the most vulnerable residents of  

Western Upper Montgomery County by providing them with direct  
assistance to meet their basic needs, connecting them to other resources, 

and advocating on their behalf with the goal of helping them achieve 
and maintain self-sufficiency. 

 
How WUMCO Helps: 



When I took over the studio and Artistic Director-
ship of HGCBT 4.5 years ago, I accepted the challenge 
with the intention of treating every one of my students 
as if they were my own child, or at least intending to 
love them and care for them as if they were. I am  
stepping down so that I can take the next step with  
my partner, as we have dreams of being by the water, 
raising a family, having kids of our own. The energy 
and time needed to adequately and lovingly run the 
studio and guide HGCBT is a feat that would prohibit me from being the 
mother and partner I wish to be. Were I to try maintaining these entities 
while also raising a family, one or both spheres would get the short end 
of the stick, which is unfair to all involved. 

These last 4 years have been the most rewarding and fulfilling, the 
most euphoric, of my life as an artist and educator. The dancers I’ve had 
the honor and privilege of working with, training, teaching, and celebrating 
have been constant sources of inspiration and joy. These kids have given 
me such light that I can’t compare to any other  
accomplishment; to see them grow, progress, find confidence and come 
into their own through this art form and discover who they are as generous 
members of their community is… unparalleled. The pride I have felt for 
them surpasses anything I’ve done thus for myself. My only wish is for this 
joy and development of children in the arts to continue to flourish, with the 
help of a team that values every dancer, every style, every body type, every 
goal, every dream. The arts are what save us and keep society moving.  

Thank you all for the continued support of the last few years, and 
please don’t stop. Your support is what keeps organizations like Riverworks 
going, and students like those up on this stage dancing. While I embark 
on this new chapter, I certainly will not be leaving dance, the arts, nor 
teaching, for good! 

As many of Poolesville and the surrounding com-
munity are aware, I have made the difficult decision to 
step down from my roles of Owner and Artistic  
Director of Essence Studios and Artistic Director of 
HGCBT come the end of this Summer semester, late 
August of this year. However, this does not mean the 
studio is closing its doors, nor that HGCBT will cease 
its important work of providing the means through 
which students can perform. Recreational and  
pre-professional training, as well as seasonal and 
community performance opportunities, will endure 
and continue in Poolesville under the directorship of 
Riverworks Art Center come Fall of 2026. I leave my 
families and students in the capable, steadfast, 

tender, and supportive hands of Dave Therriault and Sandy Wright at 
Riverworks. They understand Essence’s mission. They feel in their bones 
the need to continue supporting youth in the arts of all forms, and are 
prepared to take this step so that dance in Poolesville may continue to 
grow and thrive.  

Additionally, there will be a group of returning Essence staff to en-
sure the continuation of high quality instruction and care from adults 
that your dancers have come to love and trust.  

The passage of Essence to Riverworks Art Center was also made 
with the support of HGCBT, as they will be absorbed and their assets as 
a non-profit used to facilitate further growth of the performance quality, 
as well as increase their artistic reach with Riverworks to students across 
the Agricultural Reserve. They will continue under the Riverworks um-
brella to provide the means of professional-level performances for the 
students of the studio and other community members seeking to expand 
their involvement in the performing arts. 

Blossoming
From Strong Roots Come Be autiful  Blooms

Essence Studios  & Hope Garden Children’s Ballet Theatre
Present Their Spring Dance Performance

Whalen Commons, Poolesville, MD
For more information visit EssenceStudiosDance.com

Friday
June 3, 6:30pm 

Sunday
June 5, 2pm

Essence Studios and Hope Garden Children’s Ballet Theatre present

Dance Excerpts from
and

December 10, 1pm and 6pm 
BlackRock Center for the Arts, Germantown, MD 

Tickets $25 
Go to BlackRockCenter.org for tickets and details

Hope Garden Children’s Ballet Theatre,  
      Essence Studios and Riverworks Art Center present 

June 3, 2023 • 1pm and 6pm 
Whalen Commons Bandshell • Poolesville, MD 

Bring a lawn chair or a blanket! Make it a picnic! 
For more information visit HopeGardenCBT.org 

 

      Free  performance! 
      Great  

family fun! 

 
Please 

bring a food 
donation for 

WUMCO!
HGCBT is proudly supported by the Poolesville Area Chamber of Commerce

Hope Garden Children’s Ballet Theatre,  
Essence Studios and Riverworks Art Center present

December 16, 2pm and 6pm 
Kreeger Auditorium at the Bender JCC, Rockville, MD

   A 
Winter’s 
           Eve

An Original Adaptation  
of Raymond Briggs’ 
“The Snowman”

“Land of the Sweets” 
From Tchaikovsky’s 

“The Nutcracker”

This production is supported in part by funding from the Montgomery County 
Government and the Arts & Humanities Council of Montgomery County.

Featuring: Traditional & Contemporary Ballet •  
African/Modern • Traditional Israeli • Traditional Indian

www.HopeGardenCBT.org Tickets $27

Hope Garden Children’s Ballet Theatre and Essence Studios present 

   Free 
Performances!
      Great 
  Family Fun!

June 2, 2024  

Whalen Commons Bandshell     Poolesville, MD

  12:30 and 5pm

Bring a lawn chair or a blanket! Make it a picnic! 
For more information visit HopeGardenCBT.org 

 

•

Hope Garden Children’s Ballet Theatre and Essence Studios present

December 7, 2pm and 6pm 
Kreeger Auditorium at the Bender JCC, Rockville, MD

This production is supported in part by funding 
from the Montgomery County Government and the 
Arts & Humanities Council of Montgomery County.

Featuring: Traditional & Contemporary Ballet •  
African/Modern • Traditional Indian

Tickets $27, on sale October 19 • www.HopeGardenCBT.org

A Winter’s Eve
“Land of the Sweets” 
From Tchaikovsky’s 

“The Nutcracker”

An Original Adaptation  
of Raymond Briggs’ 
“The Snowman”

Bring a lawn chair or a blanket! Make it a picnic!
For more information, visit HopeGardenCBT.org

Paquita 
etudes

whalen commons bandshell
poolesville, maryland

 Featuring   

May 17,
6:00 pm

May 18,
1:00 pm

&

hope garden children’s ballet theatre and essence studios present

Performances! 
Great family fun!

FREE 

With selections 
from The 

Little Mermaid, 
Beauty and the 
Beast, Wicked, 

and others!

Hope Garden Children’s Ballet Theatre and Essence Studios present:

December 6, 1pm and 6pm 
Kreeger Auditorium at the Bender JCC, Rockville, MD

This production is supported in part by funding from the Montgomery County 
Government and the Arts & Humanities Council of Montgomery County.

Celebrating Christmas, Kwanzaa, Diwali, Hanukkah, and Dia De Reyes  
with traditional and contemporary ballet, modern African, and  

traditional Indian, Israeli, and Bolivian dance!

Tickets $27  •  www.HopeGardenCBT.org

A Winter’s Eve
“Land of the Sweets” 
From Tchaikovsky’s 

“The Nutcracker”

An Original Adaptation  
of Raymond Briggs’ 

“The Snowman”

Hope Garden Children’s Ballet Theatre and Essence Studios present:

Fairy Tales on Stage  
featuring 

Dances inspired by your favorite fairy tales, including  

Cinderella, Tangled, Peter Pan, Sleeping Beauty and Act II of the classical ballet Giselle 

May 9, 1pm and 6pm 
Kreeger Auditorium at the Bender JCC, Rockville, MD 

Tickets $28, on sale March 14 
Use promo code “PRINT” for $1 off 

Giselle

More information at 

www.HopeGardenCBT.org

Cinderella, Tangled, Peter Pan, Sleeping Beauty

Claire Jones
An Important Message From Artistic Director



P R I M A   S P O N S O R

Cultivating Creativity & Connection 
www.riverworksart.org

A heartfelt thank you to 
HGCBT, Essence Studios  
and the Cast and Crew,  

for continuing to display to the region 
the genuine artistic excellence  

that is becoming the  
hallmark of Poolesville!  

 
 

Riverworks is proud to partner with HGCBT and  
Essence Studios in our shared mission of hosting  

and sharing art and culture for all—while transforming small-town 
Poolesville into an arts destination for  

visitors from the D.C. region and beyond. 

ACT I:  

Fairy Tales 
SCENE 1: “Pas de Trois, Female Variation 1”  from Swan Lake 

Choreographed by Claire Jones 
Music: Pyotr Tchaikovsky 

BALLET 6/7: Ana Maria Friguras, Grace Hearn, Yuna Lee, Cecilia Leichliter, 
Lauren McNally, Lily Petrella, Claire Rogers  

SCENE 2: "Stars”  
Choreographed by Diane Robinson 

Music: Pentatonix, Finding Neverland 
BEGINNER TAP 1: Kennedy Carter, Avery O’Mara, Wynter O’Mara 

SCENE 3: "Bluebird" from The Sleeping Beauty 
Staged by Audra Johnson 

Music: Evergreen Symphony Orchestra, Kevin Galie 
BEGINNER POINTE I: Aria Benesh, Morgan McNally, Nora Tamashasky 

SCENE 4: "Fellowship of the Bling” 
Choreographed by Justin Rustle 

Music: Coastal Postal by the Fearless Fliers 
BEG. JAZZ/CONTEMPORARY: Emmanuelle Kim, Yuna Lee, Olivia Thompson 

SCENE 5: “Almost There” from Disney’s  
Princess and the Frog 

Choreographed by Kendall Zimmerman 
Music: Original Motion Picture Soundtrack, Anika Noni Rose 

BALLET 1/2: Layan Alobaid, Elara Bettinger, Yuva Bhavsar, Madison Gazunis, 
Harper Hill, Christine Kelch, Penelope Kim, Charlotte Plumley, Emily Qi 

Fairy Tales On Stage  
featuringGiselle



P R I N C I P A L   S P O N S O R

As experts in 
growing beautiful things, 
we marvel at the work of 
Hope Garden Children’s Ballet Theatre 
and Essence Studios, 
as they grow the arts, 
the community, 
and above all,  
grow our children into 
creative and mature dancers!

FINE EARTH LANDSCAPE, INC. 
LANDSCAPES THAT BEAUTIFY SINCE 1977 

Fine Earth Landscape is an award-winning full-service design-build 
landscape and maintenance company serving the greater metro area. 
From northern Virginia to Washington, D.C., to Montgomery County, MD, 
you can see our passion for our work come alive in the most beautifully 
landscaped private residences. 

https://www.fineearth.com 
(301) 972-8810 • info@fineearth.com

SCENE 6: "Beautiful Creatures" from Rio 2 
Choreographed by Ashley Kelch 

Music: Andy Garcia, Barbatuques, and Rita Moreno 
BEGINNER TAP 2: Amira Alobaid, Lily Petrella, Kaylee Singh, Cora Soderberg 

SCENE 7: "The same thing…but in black,” play off of Giselle 
Choreographed by Justin Rustle 

Music: Red Miso by Animals as Leaders 
ADVANCED CONTEMPORARY: Kate Borman, Sava Brizhik, Gabriella Stradley, 

Elizabeth Tchorni, Kendall Zimmerman 

SCENE 8: "Puss ‘n Boots and The White Cat"  
from The Sleeping Beauty 
Choreographed by Claire Jones 

Music: Pyotr Tchaikovsky, Moscow International Symphony Orchestra 
TEEN BALLET 2: Grace Hearn, Matteo Santizo, Ellie Trouteaud 

SCENE 9: "Bibbidi Boppity Boo" from Disney’s Cinderella 
Choreographed by Kate Borman 

Music: Winds Score BFB 
BALLET 3: Aila Arellano, Mackenzie Berney, Violet Boren, Kennedy Carter, 

Anna Hill, Julia Machiela, Jaelyn Nie, Amelia Scott, Mariela Scott 

SCENE 10: "Merry Go Round Life" from Howl’s Moving Castle 
Choreographed by Claire Jones 

Music: Geek Music, Ghibli Studios 
TEEN BALLET 1: Lucy Boren, Penelope Broughton, Ayanna D’Souza, Twila Free 

SCENE 11: "See the Light” from Disney’s Tangled 
Choreographed by Kendall Zimmerman 

Music: Original Motion Picture Soundtrack, Mandy Moore and Zachary Levi 
BALLET 4/5: Selma Arellano, Sophia Broughton, Mira Evgeniev,  

Maja Harrison-Ochoa, Emmanuelle Kim, Alexis Newens,  
Wynter O’Mara, Layla Singh 

 
 

INTERMISSION:  

15 Minutes 
 

https://www.fineearth.com


P R I N C I P A L   S P O N S O R

Dr. Kate Kirksey  •  Dr. Amar Duggirala  •  Dr. Stephanie Gro昀 
 

Providing the caring, compassionate, and  
personalized medical care that you should expect  

from your hometown family doctor. 
 

Poolesville Family Practice 
19710 Fisher Ave, Ste J  •  Poolesville MD 20837 

301-972-7600 
www.poolesvillefamilypractice.com

Dancing promotes strong and 
healthy bodies, as well as  

disciplined and creative minds. 
 

The sta昀 of Poolesville Family Practice is proud to support 
HGCBT and Essence Studios in their e昀orts to develop  

wonderful dancers and con昀dent young people!

ACT II:  

Giselle 
 

Staging by Justin Rustle, Claire Jones, Veronica Contreras-Fuentes 
Repetiteurs: Claire Jones, Justin Rustle, Veronica Contreras-Fuentes,  

Austin St. John, Audra Johnson  
 

Music: Adolphe Adam, Choreography by Jean Coralli and Jules Perrot 
 

Synopsis 

First performed in Paris in 1841, Giselle is a Romantic-era ballet set along the 
Rhine river in medieval Germany. Duke Albrecht, a young nobleman, has fallen in 
love with Giselle, a young peasant girl with a delicate nature. Albrecht is already 
engaged to another noblewoman but disguises himself as a peasant to spend 
time with Giselle. The village gamekeeper Hilarion, who also wishes to court  
Giselle, is suspicious of Albrecht’s presence. A noble hunting party passes 
through the village and Albrecht exits to avoid being discovered. After the  
festivities, Hilarion discovers Albrecht’s hunting horn and uses it to call the party 
back to the village. Albrecht’s deception is exposed; Giselle is inconsolable and 
begins to dance erratically, remembering the tender moments she shared with 
Albrecht. Knowing they can never be together, Giselle’s grief proves too much  
for her delicate heart and she dies in her mother’s arms. 

In the second act of the ballet, which you will see performed today, the curtain 
opens to reveal Giselle’s forest grave. Hilarion arrives to mourn Giselle but senses 
the impending arrival of the Wilis, vengeful spirits of maidens betrayed by their 
lovers, and flees to safety. As he departs, the Wilis and their malevolent queen 
Myrtha summon Giselle and induct her into their ranks. A grieving Albrecht 
enters the forest and senses Giselle’s presence, but he cannot accept that her 
spirit might be wandering there, unable to find rest. Later that night, Hilarion  
returns and is cornered by the Wilis. Myrtha forces him to dance to the brink of 
death, and then the Wilis cast him into a nearby lake. Returning to Giselle’s 
grave, Albrecht is caught and nearly suffers the same fate as Hilarion, but  
Giselle intervenes and together they beg for Albrecht’s life. They dance until the 
sun rises, but the power of Giselle’s love surpasses the Wilis’ magic and he is 
spared. After a sorrowful goodbye, Giselle returns to her grave to rest in peace. 



P R I N C I P A L   S P O N S O R

Peachtree  
Veterinary Clinic  
is a  
proud sponsor of  
Hope Garden  
Children's Ballet  
Theatre  
and their  
commitment  
to the arts  
in our  
community. 
 

GISELLE CAST: 

Giselle 
 KATE BORMAN 

 Count Albrecht 
 SAVA BRIZHIK 

Myrtha 
GABRIELLA STRADLEY 

Hilarion 
MATTEO SANTIZO 

Soloists 
ELIZABETH TCHORNI 

KENDALL ZIMMERMAN 

Corps 
 ARIA BENESH 

LYDIA MACHIELA 
MORGAN MCNALLY 

EVALYN NEWENS 
KARA RIVERA 

NORA TAMASHASKY 



P R I N C I P A L   S P O N S O R

A Fond Farewell  
 

The entire Essence Studios faculty and HGCBT Board wishes our seniors, Sava Brizhik, 
Elizabeth Tchorni, and Kendall Zimmerman, the best of luck on their future endeavors. 
All three students are seasoned HGCBT performers and mainstays in annual shows. 
They bring technical precision and boundless heart to each production and piece. All 
three have a dedication to the art, craft, and work it takes to get to here. 
 
The entire studio family is going to miss these dancers and their presence at the studio, 
in class, and during the shows more than I can say. They are role models to their 
friends and peers, always acting professionally and demonstrating incredible leadership, 
humility, and grace. I am so fortunate to have such beautiful students, inside and out. 
 
You all made me into a better teacher every day. I was growing right along with you 
and will cherish those memories for the rest of my life. Keep that fire within you, guys!  
I am so very proud. Please take these foundations with you and continue to pass on 
such kindness and strength wherever you go! I hope you all flourish and thrive in  
whatever makes you happy. 
 
All my love, Miss Claire  
 

Congratulations! 
The following students auditioned into and will be attending Summer Intensives  

at Ballet companies across the country. Below is a list of students and the  
programs they will attend: 

 

Kate Borman:  
Central Pennsylvania Youth Ballet 

Scholarship of $1,000 

Sava Brizhik:  
Accepted at Ballet West, Washington Ballet and Philadelphia Ballet 

Yana Brizhik:  
Washington Ballet 

Morgan McNally: 
Suzanne Farrell Summer Program at Cedar Islands 

Gabriella Stradley:  
Philadelphia Ballet 



P R I N C I P A L   S P O N S O R

Play is a young child’s work; it is the 
most effective and meaningful way for  
a child to learn skills, explore interests,  
develop a sense of him or herself, and to 
connect with others. We support students 
individuality and potential. 

Our Darnestown campus offers quality 
daycare from 7am until 6p, and provides: 

• A nurturing environment and relationship-
based instruction, 

• True partnerships between families and 
staff, and 

• A dicovery, community and self-expression 
based curriculum. 

We offer 2/3/5 Day Options, with partial 
and flexible schedules available. We serve:  

• 2’s through transitional kindergarten, and 

• Before and after school age care, K-5th 
grade. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Darnestown Campus 
15120-B Turkey Foot Road 

Darnestown, MD 20878 
darnestown@georgetownhill.com 

301-527-1761 

Voted the Best Preschool Program in the 
DMV by Washington Family Magazine 

Now Enrolling for  
Summer and Fall  

Production Staff 
 

Artistic Director, Lead Teacher: Claire Jones 

Special Rehearsal Assistance & Select Choreography: Justin Rustle,  
Veronica Contreras-Fuentes**, Austin St. John, and Audra Johnson 

Repetiteurs, Act I: Claire Jones, Ashley Kelch, Diane Robinson,  
Justin Rustle, Kate Borman, Kendall Zimmerman 

Repetiteurs, Act II: Claire Jones, Justin Rustle,   
Veronica Contreras-Fuentes**, Austin St. John, Audra Johnson 

Technical Direction: Julia Junghans**  

Production Assistance: Jeff Jones and Beth Fayard-Jones 

Stage Management: Justin Rustle 

Assistant Stage Management: Elizabeth Phelps** 

Lighting Design: Beth Fayard-Jones 

Costume Design: Claire Jones, Justin Rustle, Beth Fayard-Jones 

Costume Execution: Beth Fayard-Jones, Veronica Contreras-Fuentes** 

Headpiece Design and Execution: Act I: Amy Rogers and Weissman and  
Revolution Dance Supply; Act II: Beth Fayard-Jones 

Promotional/Cover Photography: Adam Auel Photography 

Technical Crew: Veronica Contreras-Fuentes**, Beth Fayard-Jones, Claire Jones, 
Gracie Jones, Jeff Jones, Julia Junghans**, Leah Santizo, Elizabeth Phelps**, 

Emma Pioli** 

Backstage Coordination: Diane Robinson, assisted by Emma Pioli** and  
Veronica Contreras-Fuentes** 

Concessions: Bethanie Lee and Alison Rivera 

Artistic Director Emeritus: Fran Ichijo 

**HGCBT Alumni 

 

Fairy Tales On Stage  
featuringGiselle

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR DANCERS!  
Donate with PayPal or credit card  — _ 

or Venmo: @HopeGardenCBT
More info at www.HopeGardenCBT.org

mailto:darnestown@georgetownhill.com


P R I N C I P A L   S P O N S O R

Artistic Director 
Claire Jones 

Associate Artistic Director 
Justin Rustle 

Board of Directors 
Joanna Borman, Beth Fayard-Jones, Brad Gularson, Jeff Jones,  

Brian McNally, Cindy Tchorni, Kim Yourick 
  

PO Box 352, Poolesville, MD 20837 
www.HopeGardenCBT.org  •  HopeGardenCBT@gmail.com 

 

 
 

Artistic Director and Principal Instructor 
Claire Jones 

Senior Faculty 
Justin Rustle, Audra Johnson, Austin St. John  

Faculty 
Ashley Kelch, Joyce Melamed-Berger, Evia Petrella, 

Diane Robinson, Rachel Weisz 

Student Teachers  
Kate Borman, Kendall Zimmerman 

Front Desk  
Veronica Contreras-Fuentes, Elizabeth Phelps 

 
19710-E Fisher Ave, Poolesville, MD 20837 

240-489-3021 
EssenceStudiosDance.com  •  EssenceStudios29@gmail.com 

 

http://www.HopeGardenCBT.org
http://EssenceStudiosDance.com


P R I N C I P A L   S P O N S O RWhat is HGCBT? 
 
 
Hope Garden Children’s Ballet Theatre (HGCBT) upholds the traditions  
and history of classical ballet while venturing into the world of contemporary 
ballet and other dance disciplines—educating youth on the value of the  
performing arts and the lifelong benefits of dance. The youth involved explore 
and learn elements of anatomy, musicality, teamwork, theatrics, and the tech-
nical aspects of production, coming to understand and appreciate its value in 
society. HGCBT hopes to build upon its solid foundation in the  
community by continuing to spread awareness of the beauty and culture that 
is deeply rooted in Classical Ballet. These young dancers seek to educate and 
inspire audiences throughout the Maryland and D.C. region by performing in 
various venues throughout the year, beyond the semi-annual performances. 
The goal is to grow this outreach to include hospitals, senior homes, schools, 
and other community events like arts festivals and celebrations.                     

HGCBT, a registered 501(c)(3), strives to present performances that are 
exciting and inspiring for both the dancers and audience. Fulfilling these goals 
becomes easier as our dancers build confidence while becoming more ac-
complished. 



S O L O I S T   S P O N S O R S

Pike&Valega,DDS 
Exceptional dentistry for healthy, beautiful smiles

19601 Fisher Avenue  •  Poolesville, MD 20837 
(301) 972-7000 

https://www.PoolesvilleDDS.com 

Congratulations to the  
wonderful dancers of HGCBT  

and Essence Studios!  
Your joy and accomplishments are wonderful to behold,  

and make our community proud!

Five generations farming  
in the shadow  
of Sugarloaf.

Your Support is Needed to  
Make HGCBT Events a Success 

Your contribution to Hope Garden Children’s Ballet Theatre will provide young 
dancers with opportunities to perform in a setting designed to maximize their 
growth as dancers and lovers of art. Said opportunities will also nurture their 
character, confidence, discipline, and self-esteem. Your tax-deductible dona-
tions will help facilitate the growth of a flourishing center of art and culture in 
our community: a source of beauty, commitment, effort, and wellbeing for our 
youth. HGCBT is managed entirely by volunteers. All donations go directly 
to producing our two annual performances. Please consider the multiple, 
tax-deductible options we offer to support HGCBT. 

Help Secure a Grant: HGCBT is actively pursuing grants that support the 
arts and communities. If you are associated with an entity that might consider 
a grant application from HGCBT we ask that you provide us with contact  
information so that we can pursue that opportunity. 

Be an Angel: A donation of any amount is always greatly appreciated.  
We list our angels, when they prefer to be recognized, in the program for the 
performance following the donation, and on a sign in the lobby during the  
performances.  

Purchase a Sponsorship: Sponsorships are for two annual performances 
(spring and winter,) with recognition in the program and signage in the lobby, 
and in some cases on promotional materials. We offer four levels of sponsor-
ship to any interested parties including businesses and families. 

Purchase a Business Message/Ad: Business, organization, or corporate 
messages are printed in the winter and spring concert programs. Your message 
can be placed in one or both of these programs.  

Send a Family Message: Family Messages are run in the winter and  
spring concert programs. Family messages do not mention any business and 
typically congratulate or send messages to dancers or staff.  

For information please speak to any member of the board of directors listed 
in this program, visit the website at www.HopeGardenCBT.org or email us at  
HopeGardenCBT@gmail.com. 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR DANCERS!  
Donate with PayPal or credit card  — _ 

or Venmo: @HopeGardenCBT
More info at www.HopeGardenCBT.org

22919 Dickerson Rd Dickerson MD



S O L O I S T   S P O N S O R S

Congratulations to Artistic Director  
Claire Jones and the dancers and volunteers at  
Hope Garden Children’s Ballet Theatre!  
The Poolesville community is very proud  
of your hard work and dazzling abilities!

Jim Brown 
301.221.1988 

jimbrown.sales@gmail.com 

About the Artistic Director 
Lillian St. Claire Jones is a graduate of Hope Garden Ballet Academy, 
with several additional years of study at Maryland Youth Ballet. She has performed 
multiple roles in HGCBT’s annual “A Christmas Carol”, as well as several spring 
performances. She has performed with American Ballet Theater and the Joffrey 
Ballet at the Kennedy Center, and danced for two years with Bowen McCauley 
Dance at multiple venues in the DMV.  

Regionally, Miss Claire has also performed with Deep Vision Dance in Balti-
more, ClancyWorks Dance Company in Washington, DC, Other Voices Theatre in 
Frederick, and at Olney Theatre Center. She has assistant directed, choreo-
graphed, and taught for Red Branch Theatre, Round House Theatre Education, 
Butler Montessori, and with Poolesville High School’s Drama Department. 

Whilst deeply versed in classical ballet, Miss Claire has studied tap, contem-
porary, modern, stage management, and lighting, earning a degree in dance 
with a minor in theater from the University of MD, Baltimore County. She has 
been teaching all age groups for over 15 years at multiple studios in Columbia, 
Germantown, Silver Spring, and Frederick. She taught for HGBA from the time 
she was 15, including summer ballet camps. 

Energetic, fun, and disciplined, Miss Claire loves kids and dance, and has 
used that passion to support her students for the past four years. 

Choreographers 

Audra Johnson 
Audra Johnson, a New Jersey native, received her early training from Chris-

tine Taylor and Luba Gulyeava and went on to continue her studies at The New 
Jersey Ballet School, The Harid Conservatory, and The Atlanta Ballet Center for 
Dance Education. She spent various summers studying at The Eglevsky Ballet, 
School of American Ballet, Boston Ballet, and The Harid Conservatory. She has 
danced professionally with The Suzanne Farrell Ballet, The Washington Ballet, 
and American Repertory Ballet. Ms. Johnson performed several principal and so-
loist roles in ballets such as The Nutcracker, Kirk Peterson’s Glazunov Variations, 
and George Balanchine’s Serenade and Allegro Brilliant. Her Balanchine Rep-
ertoire includes Danse Concertantes, Gounod Symphony, Stars and Stripes, Swan 
Lake, Concerto Barocco, Episodes, and Divertimento from Le Baiser de la Fee.  
She has also been featured in Twyla Tharp’s Eight Jelly Rolls, Octet, and Nine Si-
natra Songs and in new works by Kirk Peterson, Harrison McEldowney, Graham 
Lustig, Susan Shields, Douglas Martin, Laurie Stallings, and Melissa Barak. Ms. 
Johnson has taught at Princeton Ballet School, North Jersey School of Dance 
Arts, Ballet Nova, The Washington Ballet, Maryland Youth Ballet, and Olympia 
Dance Center in Olympia, WA. In 2018, she taught for Suzanne Farrell at the Ken-
nedy Center during her summer program. 
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It takes balance.™

We’re proud to support the Hope Garden 
Children’s Ballet Theatre and the important role 

your organization plays in our community. 

Ashley Kelch 
Ashley has been part of the Essence family since October 2023 and brings 

the energy every time she steps into the studio! As a certified Personal Trainer, 
LaBlast® Instructor, and TRX® Coach, she blends dance with strength, athleticism, 
and confidence-building in every class. With extensive experience in Tap and 
Jazz, Ashley’s tap classes are upbeat, engaging, and full of personality. She also 
teaches everything from ballroom to line dancing—creating a space where 
dancers can grow, let loose, and have FUN, because dance is for everybody. Ash-
ley is all about helping people feel strong, supported, and capable—whether 
they’re hitting their first step or leveling up their skills. Expect good vibes, great 
music, and a little sweat along the way! Outside the studio, Ashley enjoys spend-
ing time with her daughter, playing sports, being outside, hanging with her dog 
Frankie, and of course always dancing. 

Diane Robinson 
Ms. Diane Robinson has been a dance teacher and choreographer for sev-

eral years, with ages kindergarten through adult. Through those years she has 
won awards in dance and choreography. She is a graduate of the Montgomery 
College Dance Program and participant in their Dance Company for four sea-
sons in both concert shows and traveling shows. Ms. Diane has also competed as 
an amateur ballroom dancer and has been recognized with honors across many 
styles. Every year brings new excitement to work with the students of Essence 
Dance Studios to help them realize their dance goals. 

Justin Rustle 

Originally from Maryland, Mr. Justin began dancing in a creative movement 
class at the Liz Lerman Movement Exchange with Gesel Mason, and went on to 
receive his formative training at Maryland Youth Ballet. Mr. Justin holds a BFA in 
Dance Performance from Butler University, and an MA in Performance Studies 
from the TISCH School of the Arts at New York University. He has previously 
danced with companies including Ballet Arkansas and Bowen-McCauley Dance 
Company, as well as appearing as a guest artist and teacher across the United 
States. Mr. Justin has performed work by choreographers including Nacho 
Duato, Paul Taylor, George Balanchine, Gerald Arpino, Harrison McEldowney, 
Darelle Grand Moultrie, Kiyon Gaines Ross, Lucy Bowen-McCauley, and Ilana 
Goldman, as well as roles across the classical repertoire. He has also been a con-
tributing writer to the DC Dance Journalism Project. Mr. Justin currently dances 
with Dana Tai Soon Burgess Dance Company and is a contributing writer to MD 
Theatre Guide. 



Repetiteurs 

Austin St. John 
Austin is a native of Pasadena, CA where he trained at Le Studio (now Pasadena 
Dance Theater) with Phillip and Charles Fuller and Cynthia Young Fuller. He was a 
company member of the Oakland Ballet, Sacramento Ballet, and Cleveland San 
Jose Ballet. He has performed works by George Balanchine, Agnes de Mille, Lew 
Christensen, Flemming Flindt, Bronislava Nijinska, Alonzo King, Dennis Nahat, 
and many others. He performed with Rudolph Nureyev in “The Overcoat” at the 
Edinburgh Festival. After moving to Bethesda in 1991 he danced with the Maryland 
Youth Ballet, Eric Hampden Dance, Bowen McCauley Dance, Dancesmith, and 
other local companies. He has been a teacher in the DC area since 1991 and at 
the Maryland Youth Ballet from 1991-2020. His responsibilities at MYB included 
rehearsal director, outreach leader, Gala co-coordinator, and for over 15 years, 
performing the role of Drosselmeyer in their annual production of The Nut-
cracker. He is excited to be teaching at Essence Studios. 

Veronica Contreras‐Fuentes 
Veronica is an alumna of Hope Garden Children’s Ballet Theatre and a graduate 
of the Kirov Academy of Ballet in Washington, D.C. She began her dance training 
at the age of three under the direction of Fran Ichijo at Hope Garden, where she 
performed in numerous classical productions, including The Christmas Carol,  
The Little Mermaid, and The Jungle Book. During her time at Hope Garden, Ms. 
Veronica attended prestigious summer intensives with the Joffrey Ballet, Bolshoi 
Ballet, and Kirov Academy. At age 15, she was accepted into the Kirov Academy’s 
pre-professional program, where she trained for three years and performed in 
renowned classical ballets such as The Nutcracker, Don Quixote, Giselle, and  
Paquita. Upon graduating, she was invited to join Ballet San Antonio as a member 
of the corps de ballet. Following an early retirement due to injury, Ms. Veronica 
shifted her focus to her family. She is a dedicated mother of two and remains 
deeply connected to the dance community. In 2024, she returned to Essence  
Studios as part of the administrative team and was delighted to assist in staging 
Giselle this season. In her free time, she enjoys weight training, exploring the out-
doors, cooking, and baking. 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR DANCERS!  
Donate with PayPal or credit card  — _ 

or Venmo: @HopeGardenCBT
More info at www.HopeGardenCBT.org



VIOLET AND
LUCY BOREN

Through it all, we’re still 
dancing together 

Love, Mom and Dad





Kara 

Like spring in bloom, you continue to grow with grace, strength, and beauty.
    Your passion for dance shines brighter each season. We are so proud of you!

Love always, 
Mom, Dad,

Matt, Emily, and Lucky

Mororgagan
LaureLauren

M c N A L L Y

M c N A L L Y

We are so proud of your dedication 
and love for dance.  Watching you 

dance with such grace and expression 
brings us so much joy.  We can’t wait 
to see your amazing performance and 

celebrate your hard work!  

Love, Mom and Dad







 

SISTERS IN SYNC, 
DANCE IN DELIGHT, 

MAKE SOME 
MEMORIES THAT 
SHINE SO BRIGHT! 

WE’RE SO PROUD OF 
BOTH OF YOU! 

 
LOVE,  

MAMA AND DADA 





DANCE this Summer! 
Join us for camps,  
classes and intensives 
at Essence Studios! 

Half- and Full-day  
Theme Camps, such as:  
• “Frozen” Dance Camp (ages 4-6)  
• Unicorns & Mermaids Dance Camp  
    (ages 4-6) 
• "Wicked" Dance Camp (ages 4-6) 
• Adolecent Ballet Camp (ages 10 and up) 
• And more! 

Weekly Evening Classes:  
• Tap, Jazz/Contemporary  
• Mulitple levels of Ballet and Pointe 

Adult Evening Classes: 
• Ballet, Yoga  
 

 

Go to EssenceStudiosDance.com  
for more information, or to register!   

19710-E Fisher Ave, Poolesville, MD 20837 (near Dunkin)   
240-489-3021


