


Welcome!
Dear families and patrons of the arts, it is with great excitement 
that Essence Studios and Hope Garden Children’s Ballet Theatre 
present “Fairy Tales in the Park, featuring Paquita Etudes,” their 
7th performance together. While this is Essence's 4th annual 
spring show, HGCBT is celebrating their 18th year of incredible 
work, providing the artistically underserved northwest corner of 
Montgomery County with access to high-quality dance performances. 

I want to first acknowledge and thank all of my dedicated and 
compassionate instructors for training these kids in the technique 
and art of dance, while also passing on the importance of 
commitment, teamwork, self-expression, discipline, and confidence. 
I also want to thank the dancers for putting in so many hours of 
dedication and exhausting work to make this production a success. 
Your commitment has paid off and you all should be so proud! 

There are innumerable parent volunteers to thank, who have 
put so much time and energy into ensuring the success of the 
performance and its talented dancers. But overall this show 
would not be possible without our tireless Board of Directors, 
who are always striving to expand on its mission by providing 
more opportunities for performers, technicians, students, and 
choreographers. Which, I believe, is beautifully embodied in this 
production. And now please sit back and relax,  
and enjoy the artistry and magic of fairy tales 
told through dance! 
 

~ Miss Claire

CONGRATULATIONS! 
 To all the Dancers and many          

Volunteers at Hope Garden Children’s 
Ballet Theatre!  Our Community    

embraces Artist Director Claire Jones 
for her passion and creativity!  

BRAVO to ALL!    

10121  River Road Potomac, MD 301-299-600 

 

Gail Lee 
301-602-8188 

Gail@GailLeeHomes.com 



A Taste of Riverworks 
May 31st, 2025

17617 W Willard Rd, Poolesville, MD 20837  
The Taste of Riverworks is a free, outdoor festival featuring plein air 

painters around the Ag Reserve, a wet paint auction of their work, live music and 
dance performances, art activites for adults and children alike, beer, wine, food, and ice 
cream! Join us at A Taste of Riverworks and play a role in developing this growing new 

arts center as it transforms our community and becomes a place of creativity for all!  
Performances begin at 4pm with dancers from Poolesville's Essence Studios  

and Hope Garden Children's Ballet Theater! Other performers include Riverworks' 
very own Reserve Wind Ensemble and Children's Choir,  and the headliner band, 

The Nighthawks - a local legendary blues and roots rock band!

For more info on the 
day’s events visit  

riverworksart.org

A helping hand for those in 
need in our community.

Our Goal is Simple: 
To improve the quality of life for the most vulnerable residents of  

Western Upper Montgomery County by providing them with direct  
assistance to meet their basic needs, connecting them to other resources, 

and advocating on their behalf with the goal of helping them achieve 
and maintain self-sufficiency. 

 
How WUMCO Helps: 

To donate or volunteer,  
   or if you need help, visit us at  wumcohelp.org
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December 6, 2025, 1 and 6pm 
Kreeger Theater at the Bender JCC of Greater Washington 

6125 Montrose Rd • Rockville, MD 20852

Join HGCBT and Essence Studios 
as we celebrate the joy of our 

world’s seasonal holidays!   A 
Winter’s 
           Eve



Prima Sponsor, $1000+ 

Principal Sponsors, $500–$999

Soloist Sponsors, $250–$499

Corp Sponsors, $100–$249

Prima Angels, $1000+

Corp Angels, $100–$249 

Soloist Angels, $250–$499 

Principal Angels, $500–$999 

PETER AND TERRI GIMBRERE

BERNIE & CATHY MIHM

VALERY FROST

THE BRIZHIK FAMILY

JEN TAUB

TIMOTHY LIVENGOOD

JUDY MILLER JONES CARYN & BRIAN MCNALLY

AMY & CHAD ROGERS

ANONYMOUS

ROGER METCALF

MELISSA CURLING

CINDY TCHORNI

CHRISTY ZIMMERMAN

ANONYMOUS

DEBBIE & JEFF OPEIKUN

ANONYMOUS

JESSICA METCALF-BURTON

BETHANIE LEE DENISE JACKLIN

ANONYMOUS

IF YOU  
WOULD LIKE 

TO BECOME AN 
HGCBT SPONSOR 

OR ANGEL,  
Please speak to  

any member of the 
board of directors listed 

in this program,  
email us directly, or  
donate electronically. 

Thank you!

  
THIS PRODUCTION IS 

SUPPORTED IN PART BY 
FUNDING FROM THE 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
GOVERNMENT AND THE 

ARTS & HUMANITIES 
COUNCIL OF 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY.

Prima Angels, $1000+

Corp Angels, $100–$249 Soloist Angels, $250–$499 

Principal Angels, $500–$999 

PETER AND TERRI GIMBRERE KRISTINA ABBATICCIO

VALERY FROST MELISSA CURLING

THE ZIMMERMAN FAMILY

JUDY MILLER JONES

CARYN & BRIAN MCNALLY

AMY & CHAD ROGERS

THE TCHORNI FAMILY

SANDY WRIGHT & DAVID THERRIAULT

BERNIE & CATHY MIHM

DAVID DEBOLD BETHANIE LEE

DEBBIE & JEFF OPEIKUN

TOM KETTLER

KIM YOURICK

THE ZHANG FAMILY

AMANDA LEICHLITER

if you would like to become  
an hgcbt sponsor or angel,  

Please speak to any member of the board of directors listed in this 
program, email us directly, or donate electronically. Thank you!

to our

ANGELS & SPONSORS

please support our dancers!
     Donate with PayPal, Credit Card, 
      or Venmo: @HopeGardenCBT

More information at www.HopeGardenCBT.org



a c t  i

Scene i: "Into the Unknown" from Disney's Frozen
Choreographed by Claire Jones

Music: Original Motion Picture Soundtrack, Frozen 2 by Panic! at the Disco
advanced contemporary: Kate Borman, Sava Brizhik, Alarica DeLongchamp,  

Gabriella Stradley, Elizabeth Tchorni, Kendall Zimmerman
 

Scene 2: "Part of Your World" from The Little Mermaid
Choreographed by Claire Jones 

Music: Enrique Lazaro 
ballet vi/vii: Yuna Lee, Lydia Machiela, Lily Petrella, Kara Rivera 

 

Scene 3: "Harvest Dance" from Aladdin
Choreographed by Lynn Schaeber   

Music: Aladdin Original Motion Picture Soundtrack  
beginner jazz / contemporary: Sophia Brodrick, Arya Cruz-Perez,  

Grace Hearn, Emilia O'Callaghan, Fiona Paksima
 

Scene 4: "Peasant Pas De Deux, Girls First Variation" from Giselle
Staged by Claire Jones, Choreographed by Jean Coralli and Jules Perrot

Music: Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra & Nicolette Fraillon
beginner pointe: Yana Brizhik, Leah Santizo

 

Scene 5: "Little Red Riding Hood" from Sleeping Beauty
Choreographed by Leigh George

Music: Sleeping Beauty, Act II, Pas de Caracter
ballet i/ii a: Layan Alobaid, Mackenzie Berney, Eleanor Brodrick,  

Emanuelle Kim, Agatha Krupar, Valentina Krupar, Valerie Krupar, Jaelyn Nie
 

P R I M A  S P O N S O R

A Winter’s Eve

Fairy Tales in the Park

Cultivating Creativity & Connection 
www.riverworksart.org

Bravo to HGCBT,  
Essence Studios and the  

cast and crew of  
Fairy Tales in the Park!  

 Thanks for the creativity  
and joy you bring to our  

wonderful town!  
 
 

Riverworks is proud to partner with HGCBT and  
Essence Studios in our shared mission of hosting  

and sharing art and culture for all—while transforming 
small-town Poolesville into an arts destination for  

visitors from the D.C. region and beyond. 
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P R I N C I P A L  S P O N S O R
Scene 6: "Hakunah Matata" from Disney's The Lion King

Choreographed by Ashley Kelch  
Music: Original Motion Picture Soundtrack with Nathan Lane,  

Ernie Sabella, Jason Weaver, and Joseph Williams
beginner tap ii: Amira Alobaid, Cecilia Leichliter, Lauren McNally,  

Lily Petrella, Cora Soderberg, Nainika Thallapalli
 

Scene 7: "Little Fairies" from Disney's Sleeping Beauty
Choreographed by Claire Jones

Music: “Magical House Cleaning/Blue or Pink" by George Bruns,  
Original Motion Picture Soundtrack

ballet 3: Mira Evgenieva, Alexis Newens, Wynter O'Mara,  
Olivia Thompson, Layla Singh

 

Scene 8: "Defying Gravity" from Wicked
Choreographed by Lynn Schaeber

Music: Wicked, The Soundtrack with Cynthia Erivo featuring Ariana Grande
int. jazz/contemporary: Samantha Daniels, Leeza Kolomiietz-Hor,  

Morgan McNally, Kara Rivera, Emily Romero, Nora Tamashasky, Ellie Trouteaud
 

Scene 9: "I'm a Mean Ole Lion" from The Wiz
Choreographed by Diane Robinson 

Music: Charlie Smalls, performed by Ted Ross from Original Soundtrack 1978 
beginner tap i: Sophia Brodrick, Kennedy Carter, Callie Litzenberger, Kaylee Singh

Scene 10: "Be Our Guest" from Disney's Beauty and the Beast
Choreographed by Claire Jones 

Music: Plays Disney, London Pops Orchestra 
teen ballet ii: Virginia Frost, Molly McKeon, Evalyn Newens 

Scene 11: "Colors of the Wind" from Disney's Pocahontas
Choreographed by Kendall Zimmerman 

Music: Pocahontas Original Disney Motion Picture Soundtrack,  
Alan Menken and Steven Schwartz 

ballet iv/v: Selma Arellano, Sophia Broughton, Nora Davidoff,  
Cecelia Leichliter, Catherine Li, Francesca Mugnier, Claire Rogers

P R I N C I P A L   S P O N S O R

Dr. Kate Kirksey  •  Dr. Amar Duggirala  •  Dr. Stephanie Groff 
 

Providing the caring, compassionate, and  
personalized medical care that you should expect  

from your hometown family doctor. 
 

Poolesville Family Practice 
19710 Fisher Ave, Ste J  •  Poolesville MD 20837 

301-972-7600 
www.poolesvillefamilypractice.com

Dancing promotes strong and 
healthy bodies, as well as  

disciplined and creative minds. 
 

The staff of Poolesville Family Practice is proud to support 
HGCBT and Essence Studios in their efforts to develop  

wonderful dancers and confident young people!
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Scene 12: "You've Got a Friend in Me" from Disney's Toy Story
Choreographed by Kendall Zimmerman 

Music: Original Disney & Pixar Motion Picture Soundtrack, Randy Newman 
ballet i/ii b: Alia Arellano, Violet Boren, Lucille Conley, Izzy Hull, Julia Machiela,  

Charlotte Plumley, Ellie Rogers, Leyla Sampson, Amelia Scott, Mariela Scott, Ellie Shang

Scene 13: "You're Welcome" from Disney's Moana
Choreographed by Claire Jones 

Music: Moana Original Motion Soundtrack, Instrumental Moana Karaoke 
teen ballet i: Emily Romero, Matteo Santizo, Ellie Trouteaud

 
Scene 14: "Woodland Fairies" from A Midsummer Night's Dream

Choreographed by Leigh George 
Music: Fortnach Visualiser, by Sebastian Plano 

ballet 8 and intermediate ballet: Aria Benesh, Yana Brizhik, Morgan McNally,  
Kinley Rogers, Leah Santizo, Nora Tamashasky

Scene 15: "Fairytale" from Little Voices
Choreographed by Ashley Kelch 

Music: Sara Bareilles 
adult tap: Laura Dunlop, Ashley Kelch, Dana Richardson,  

Isabelle Santizo, Christie Zimmerman

P R I N C I P A L   S P O N S O R

Peachtree  
Veterinary Clinic  
is a  
proud sponsor of  
Hope Garden  
Children's Ballet  
Theatre  
and their  
commitment  
to the arts  
in our  
community. 
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please support our dancers!
     Donate with PayPal, Credit Card, 
      or Venmo: @HopeGardenCBT

More information at www.HopeGardenCBT.org

Intermission



a c t  i i

Background of Paquita
In Act 1 of Paquita, the setting introduces Paquita, a spirited young gypsy raised by a 
band of gypsies, and Lucien, a French officer. Their budding love story begins when 
Lucien becomes smitten with Paquita during a celebration. Despite the tension 
between their different social classes—Paquita being of humble origins and Lucien 
of noble birth—their affection for each other grows. The act features vibrant and 
energetic Spanish folk dances, showcasing both the joy and the cultural richness 
of the gypsy community. As the act concludes, Paquita’s true identity remains a 
mystery, but the foundation of her love for Lucien is solidified, setting the stage for 
the revelations to come in later acts. 

For our production, this is where we pick up the story, in Act II. We have since 
discovered that Paquita, initially believed to be a common gypsy, is actually of noble 
birth as the daughter of a Spanish count. Amidst a vibrant Spanish setting filled with 
joyful and exciting  dances-including a grand pas de deux between Paquita and 
Lucien- the ballet concludes with the celebration of Paquita’s newfound nobility and 
union with her love, Lucien. The ballet is marked by its spirited choreography and 
festive Spanish flair.

Choreographed by Marius Petipa

Music by Ludwig Minkus, selections performed by "Sofia National Opera Orchestra & 
Boris Spassov" and "Evergreen Symphony Orchestra, Kevin Galie & Anna-Marie Holmes"

staging: Justin Rustle, Audra Johnson, Claire Jones

repetiteurs: Claire Jones, Austin St. John, Audra Johnson, Justin Rustle

P R I N C I P A L   S P O N S O R

Poolesville Veterinary Clinic is a full-service dog and cat hos-
pital located in Poolesville, Maryland. Drs. Peter Eeg, Ashley 
Young, and Marianne Van Doorn, as well as the support staff 
are on hand to provide the very highest quality pet care and 

assistance with a personal touch.  

We take pride in the scope and quality of the services we 
provide for our clients and the pets you entrust to our care 
and feel that our facility is a place of healing, warmth, and 

goodwill.  

 

Bravo to all the dancers and volunteers! Hard work, dedica-
tion and doing what you love, shine on! 

19639 Fisher Ave 
Poolesville MD 20837 

301-972-7705 

Paquita Etudes



P R I N C I P A L   S P O N S O R

Cast
 

       Paquita		  Kendall Zimmerman 

       The Prince		  Sava Brizhik 

       Soloists		  Kate Borman, 
				    Alarica DeLongchamp, 	
				    Gabriella Stradley, 
				    Elizabeth Tchorni 

       Pas de Deux		 Yana Brizhik, Leah Santizo

       Corps de Ballet	 Aria Benesh, Yana Brizhik, 
				    Morgan McNally, Kinley Rogers, 		
				    Leah Santizo, Nora Tamashasky

Congratulations!
Several Essence Studios students auditioned into and will be attending 
Summer Intensives at Ballet companies across the country. The following  
is a list of those students, and the programs they will attend.

Kate Borman: Richmond Ballet

Sava Brizhik: Ballet West Academy, Utah – Scholarship of 50% tuition

Alarica DeLongchamp: Richmond Ballet

Gabriella Stradley: Richmond Ballet

Elizabeth Tchorni: Richmond Ballet

Kendall Zimmerman: Richmond Ballet – Scholarship of 10% tuition

Play is a young child’s work; it is the 
most effective and meaningful way for  
a child to learn skills, explore interests,  
develop a sense of him or herself, and to 
connect with others. We support students 
individuality and potential 

Our Darnestown campus offers quality 
daycare from 7am until 6p, and provides: 

• A nurturing environment and relationship-
based instruction, 

• True partnerships between families and 
staff, and 

• A dicovery, community and self-expression 
based curriculum. 

We offer 2/3/5 Day Options, with partial 
and flexible schedules available. We serve:  

• 2’s through transitional kindergarten, and 

• Before and after school age care, K-5th 
grade. 

 
Georgetown Hill Early School 
Darnestown Campus 
15120-B Turkey Foot Road 
Darnestown, MD 20878 
301-527-1761 
darnestown@georgetownhill.com

Voted the Best Preschool Program in the 

DMV by Washington Family Magazine 



P R I N C I P A L   S P O N S O R

 

Residential, Commercial, Farm and Country Properties

Dedicated to serving the  
Local community

WE LIST AND SELL RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY, 
ESTATE LOTS, FARMS & LAND 

 
SPECIALIZING IN THE REAL ESTATE NEEDS OF 
WESTERN MONTGOMERY COUNTY SINCE 1950 

 
FRANKLIN A. JAMISON, BROKER 

ACCREDITED LAND CONSULTANT 
MEMBER OF REALTOR’S LAND INSTITUTE 

 
THANKS FOR SHOPPING LOCALLY FIRST 

 
19939 Fisher Avenue — PO Box 86 — Poolesville, MD 20837 

Phone (301) 428-8200                    Fax (301) 428-8133 
frank@jamisonrealestate.com         http://www.jamisonrealestate.com 
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Production Staff

artistic director, lead teacher: Claire Jones

special rehearsal assistance & select choreography:  
Justin Rustle, Audra Johnson, Austin St. John

repetiteurs, act i: Leigh George, Claire Jones, Ashley Kelch,  
Diane Robinson, Lynn Schaeber, Kendall Zimmerman

technical direction: Julia Junghans*

production assistance: Jeff Jones, Beth Fayard-Jones

stage management: Claire Jones, Justin Rustle

lighting design: Beth Fayard-Jones

costume design: Claire Jones, Beth Fayard-Jones, Caryn McNally

costume execution: Beth Fayard-Jones, Caryn McNally, Sue Sokoll

technical crew: Beth Fayard-Jones, Claire Jones, Jeff Jones,  
Roland Jones*, Julia Junghans*, Michael Opiekun, Emma Pioli*,  

Justin Rustle, Mario Santizo, Brian Thompson, Avery Snyder

backstage coordination: Diane Robinson, assisted by  
Emma Pioli* and Sue Sokoll

concessions: Bethanie Lee, Alison Rivera

artistic director emeritus: Fran Ichijo

*hgcbt alumni

Fairy Tales in the Park
Featuring Paquita Etudes

please support our dancers!
     Donate with PayPal, Credit Card, 
      or Venmo: @HopeGardenCBT

More information at www.HopeGardenCBT.org



P R I N C I P A L   S P O N S O R

Board of Directors
Joanna Borman, Beth Fayard Jones, Nathaniel Gordon,  

Brad Gularson, Jeff Jones, Brian McNally, Cindy Tchorni, Kim Yourick

Artistic Director
Claire Jones

po box 352, poolesville, md 20837
www.hopegardencbt.org

hopegardencbt@gmail.com

Artistic Director & Principal Instructor
Claire Jones

Faculty
instructors

Leigh George, Audra Johnson, Ashley Kelch,  
Joyce Melamed-Berger, Diane Robinson, Justin Rustle,  
Lynn Schaeber, Austin St. John, Kendall Zimmerman

office /desk assistance
Veronica Contreras-Fuentes*, Lizzie Phelps*

19710-e fisher ave, poolesville, md 20837
essencestudiosdance.com

240-489-3021
essencestudios29@gmail.com



P R I N C I P A L   S P O N S O Rwhat is hgcbt?
hope garden children's ballet theatre (hgcbt) upholds the traditions 
and history of classical ballet while venturing into the world of contemporary ballet 
and other dance disciplines—educating youth on the value of the performing arts 
and the lifelong benefits of dance. The youth involved explore and learn elements of 
anatomy, musicality, teamwork, theatrics, and the technical aspects of production, 
coming to understand and appreciate its value in society. HGCBT hopes to build 
upon its solid foundation in the community by continuing to spread awareness of 
the beauty and culture that is deeply rooted in Classical Ballet. These young dancers 
seek to educate and inspire audiences throughout the Maryland and D.C. region 
by performing in various venues throughout the year, beyond the semi-annual 
performances. The goal is to grow this outreach to include hospitals, senior homes, 
schools, and other community events like arts festivals and celebrations.                                        

HGCBT, a registered 501(c)(3), strives to present performances that are exciting and 
inspiring for both the dancers and audience. Fulfilling these goals becomes easier as 
our dancers build confidence while becoming more accomplished.

MHBR No. 9567
Poolesville Crossing

AfnanCo.com        (301) 637-2811

Sales by Coakley Realty     (301) 340-8700

m

Rory P. Coakley 
(301) 370-0781 

roryp@coakleyrealty.com

Your Single Source for 
Residential & Commercial Real Estate Since 1989

Chris Nagel 
(301) 787-8001

chris@coakleyrealty.com

Afnan & Co and Coakley Realty Proudly Support 
HGCBT and the local community
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S O L O I S T   S P O N S O R

your support is needed to  
make hgcbt events a success

Your contribution to Hope Garden Children’s Ballet Theatre will provide young 
dancers with opportunities to perform in a setting designed to maximize their 
growth as dancers and lovers of art. Said opportunities will also nurture their 
character, confidence, discipline, and self-esteem. Your tax-deductible donations will 
help facilitate the growth of a flourishing center of art and culture in our community: 
a source of beauty, commitment, effort, and wellbeing for our youth. Please consider 
the multiple, tax-deductible options we offer to support HGCBT.

Help Secure a Grant: HGCBT is actively pursuing grants that support the 
arts and communities. If you are associated with an entity that might consider a 
grant application from HGCBT we ask that you provide us with contact information 
so that we can pursue that opportunity.

Be an Angel: A donation of any amount is always greatly appreciated.  
We list our angels, when they prefer to be recognized, in the program for the 
performance following the donation, and on a sign in the lobby during the performances. 

Purchase a Sponsorship: Sponsorships are for two annual performances 
(spring and winter,) with recognition in the program and signage in the lobby, and 
in some cases on promotional materials. We offer four levels of sponsorship to any 
interested parties including businesses and families.

Purchase a Business Message /Ad: Business, organization, or corporate 
messages are printed in the winter and spring concert programs. Your message can 
be placed in one or both of these programs. 

Send a Family Message: Family Messages are run in the winter and  
spring concert programs. Family messages do not mention any business and 
typically congratulate or send messages to dancers or staff. 

For information please speak to any member of the board of directors listed in 
this program, visit the website at www.hopegardencbt.org or email us at 
hopegardencbt@gmail.com. 



S O L O I S T   S P O N S O R S

Come visit  
The Market  
at Deere Valley!  
We have a wide array of our farm raised 
beef, pork, lamb, and chicken products.  
We also carry a unique variety of locally  
produced products including baked goods, 
honey, sauces, and more. Gift certificates 
available. 

We are a fifth generation Farm located in  
the shadow of Sugarloaf Mountain on the 
Montgomery/Frederick County line.  

22919 Dickerson Rd 
(Route 28) 

Dickerson, MD 20842 
(301) 349-2510 

deerevalleyfarms.com

About the Artistic Director
Lillian St. Claire Jones  is a graduate of Hope Garden Ballet Academy, 
with several additional years of study at Maryland Youth Ballet. She has performed 
multiple roles in HGCBT’s annual “A Christmas Carol”, as well as several spring 
performances. She has performed with American Ballet Theater and the Joffrey Ballet 
at the Kennedy Center, and danced for two years with Bowen McCauley Dance at 
multiple venues in the DMV. 

Regionally, Miss Claire has also performed with Deep Vision Dance in Baltimore, 
ClancyWorks Dance Company in Washington, DC, Other Voices Theatre in Frederick, 
and at Olney Theatre Center. She has assistant directed, choreographed, and taught 
for Red Branch Theatre, Round House Theatre Education, and with Poolesville High 
School’s Drama Department. 

Whilst deeply versed in classical ballet, Miss Claire has studied tap, contemporary, 
modern, stage management, and lighting, earning a degree in dance with a minor in 
theater from the University of MD, Baltimore County. She has been teaching all age 
groups for 15 years at multiple studios in Columbia, Germantown, Silver Spring, and 
Frederick. She taught for HGBA from the time she was 15, including summer ballet 
camps.

Energetic, fun, and disciplined, Miss Claire loves kids and dance, and will use that 
passion to take Essence Studios into the future for years to come!

Choreographers
Lynn Schaeber
Lynn Schaeber has been developing young hearts and minds for over 20 years. Lynn 
has created several Early childhood Education programs in the US and Europe for 
children of many nationalities and abilities, integrating academic excellence and the 
arts. Inspiring her students to love, learn and excel through a creative arts education 
is her passion. In addition to teaching preschool, Lynn is a Kindergarten teacher. She 
holds an MFA from Temple University in Dance. She has taught, choreographed and 
danced professionally throughout the US and Europe. As a Specialist Professor for 15 
years, Lynn focused on developing and training teachers in the arts education field. 
She is the mother of 4. 



Pike&Valega,DDS 
Exceptional dentistry for healthy, beautiful smiles

Poolesville 
19601 Fisher Avenue 
Poolesville, MD 20837 

(301) 972-7000 
https://www.PoolesvilleDDS.com 

Rockville 
121 Congressional Lane, Suite 410 

Rockville, MD 20852 
(301) 770-4210 

https://www.CongressionalDDS.com

Congratulations to the wonderful dancers of 
HGCBT and Essence Studios!  

Your joy and accomplishments are wonderful to behold,  
and make our community proud!

Congratulations to Artistic Director  
Claire Jones and the dancers and volunteers at  
Hope Garden Children’s Ballet Theatre!  
The Poolesville community is very proud  
of your hard work and dazzling abilities!

Jim Brown 
301.221.1988 

jimbrown.sales@gmail.com 

S O L O I S T   S P O N S O R S
Justin Rustle
Originally from Maryland, Mr. Justin began dancing in a creative movement class 
at the Liz Lerman Movement Exchange with Gesel Mason, and went on to receive 
his formative training at Maryland Youth Ballet. Mr. Justin holds a BFA in Dance 
Performance from Butler University, and an MA in Performance Studies from the 
TISCH School of the Arts at New York University. He has previously danced with 
companies including Ballet Arkansas and Bowen-McCauley Dance Company, as 
well as appearing as a guest artist and teacher across the United States. Mr. Justin 
has performed work by choreographers including Nacho Duato, Paul Taylor, George 
Balanchine, Gerald Arpino, Harrison McEldowney, Darelle Grand Moultrie, Kiyon Gaines 
Ross, Lucy Bowen-McCauley, and Ilana Goldman, as well as roles across the classical 
repertoire. He has also been a contributing writer to the DC Dance Journalism Project. 
Mr. Justin currently dances with Dana Tai Soon Burgess Dance Company.

Diane Robinson
Ms. Diane Robinson has been a dance teacher and choreographer for several years, 
with ages kindergarten through adult. Through those years she has won awards 
in dance and choreography. She is a graduate of the Montgomery College Dance 
Program and participant in their Dance Company for four seasons in both concert 
shows and traveling shows. Ms. Diane has also competed as an amateur ballroom 
dancer and has been recognized with honors across many styles. Every year brings 
new excitement to work with the students of Essence Dance Studios to help them 
realize their dance goals.

Ashley Kelch
Ashley joined our Essence family in October 2023.  She is currently certified in LaBlast® 
& TRX® and was a multi-sport collegiate athlete with a strong background in Tap 
& Jazz.  Ashley teaches a wide variety of dance from Ballroom to Line Dancing and 
anything in between.  Dancing has always been a big part of her life and she is so 
excited to spread the joy & passion through movement to all.  She loves spending time 
with her family, pets, garden, and of course dancing!

Leigh George
Leigh is a ballet instructor and a member teacher of the Cecchetti Council of America. 
Previously trained under The Richmond Ballet and Alonzo King Lines Ballet, she 
continues her education through the Cecchetti Teachers Levels and The National 
Academy of Sports Medicine to provide a well-rounded approach to dance education.



DANCE this Summer! 
Join us for camps,  
classes and intensives 
at Essence Studios! 

Half- and Full-day  
Theme Camps, such as:  
• “Frozen” Dance Camp (ages 4-6)  
• Unicorns & Mermaids Dance Camp  
    (ages 4-6) 
• Adolecent Ballet Camp (ages 10 and up) 
• Ballet 8/Intermediate Ballet Camp 
• And more! 

Weekly Evening Classes:  
• Tap, Jazz/Contemporary  
• Mulitple levels of Ballet and Pointe 

Adult Evening Classes: 
• Ballet, Yoga, Tap  
 

 

Go to EssenceStudiosDance.com  
for more information, or to register!   

19710-E Fisher Ave, Poolesville, MD 20837 (near Dunkin)   
240-489-3021
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Repetiteurs

Audra Johnson
Audra Johnson, a New Jersey native, received her early training from Christine Taylor 
and Luba Gulyeava and went on to continue her studies at The New Jersey Ballet 
School, The Harid Conservatory, and The Atlanta Ballet Center for Dance Education. 
She spent various summers studying at The Eglevsky Ballet, School of American Ballet, 
Boston Ballet, and The Harid Conservatory. She has danced professionally with The 
Suzanne Farrell Ballet, The Washington Ballet, and American Repertory Ballet. Ms. 
Johnson performed several principal and soloist roles in ballets such as The Nutcracker, 
Kirk Peterson’s Glazunov Variations, and George Balanchine’s Serenade and Allegro 
Brilliant. Her Balanchine Repertoire includes Danse Concertantes, Gounod Symphony, 
Stars and Stripes, Swan Lake, Concerto Barocco, Episodes, and Divertimento from Le 
Baiser de la Fee.  She has also been featured in Twyla Tharp’s Eight Jelly Rolls, Octet, 
and Nine Sinatra Songs and in new works by Kirk Peterson, Harrison McEldowney, 
Graham Lustig, Susan Shields, Douglas Martin, Laurie Stallings, and Melissa Barak. Ms. 
Johnson has taught at Princeton Ballet School, North Jersey School of Dance Arts, 
Ballet Nova, The Washington Ballet, Maryland Youth Ballet, and Olympia Dance Center 
in Olympia, WA. In 2018, she taught for Suzanne Farrell at the Kennedy Center during 
her summer program.

Austin St. John
Austin is a native of Pasadena, CA where he trained at Le Studio (now Pasadena Dance 
Theater) with Phillip and Charles Fuller and Cynthia Young Fuller. He was a company 
member of the Oakland Ballet, Sacramento Ballet, and Cleveland San Jose Ballet. 
He has performed works by George Balanchine, Agnes de Mille, Lew Christensen, 
Flemming Flindt, Bronislava Nijinska, Alonzo King, Dennis Nahat, and many others. He 
performed with Rudolph Nureyev in “The Overcoat” at the Edinburgh Festival. After 
moving to Bethesda in 1991 he danced with the Maryland Youth Ballet, Eric Hampden 
Dance, Bowen McCauley Dance, Dancesmith, and other local companies. He has 
been a teacher in the DC area since 1991 and at the Maryland Youth Ballet from 1991-
2020. His responsibilities at MYB included rehearsal director, outreach leader, Gala co-
coordinator, and for over 15 years, performing the role of Drosselmeyer in their annual 
production of The Nutcracker. He is excited to be teaching at Essence Studios. 



IN ART CAMPIN ART CAMP
ADVENTURESADVENTURES

Poolesville Baptist Church Invites you to 

To register contact us at armal@poolesvillebaptist.com or text @ To register contact us at armal@poolesvillebaptist.com or text @ To register contact us at armal@poolesvillebaptist.com or text @ 240-461-1043240-461-1043240-461-1043

JULY 14-18, 2025JULY 14-18, 2025JULY 14-18, 2025                        9AM-12PM9AM-12PM9AM-12PM

17550 W. Willard Road, Poolesville, MD 2083717550 W. Willard Road, Poolesville, MD 2083717550 W. Willard Road, Poolesville, MD 20837

REGISTRATION: $ 40 PER CAMPER

ActivitiesActivitiesActivities:::      Painting & Drawing, Chorale, Paper Art,Painting & Drawing, Chorale, Paper Art,Painting & Drawing, Chorale, Paper Art,
Crochet, Candle Making, Sports and much more...Crochet, Candle Making, Sports and much more...Crochet, Candle Making, Sports and much more...

Supporting the arts come in many 
shapes and sizes. HGCBT would like 
to recognize and thank photographer 
Adam Auel for his generous donation 
of time and expertise for making  
our dancers  
look great and 
 our promotional materials  
even better! 

adam@adamauel.com  •  www.adamauel.com
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Morgan & Lauren, 
May you dance with joy, 
sparkle like fairy dust, 
and bring every tale to 
life!! Love, Mom & Dad



“Having limits to push against is how you find out what you can do.” 
– Sylvie Guillem

Kinley Paige Rogers
2025

OLIVIAOLIVIA

Keep on dancing and
exploring, Olivia! We love you

and are so proud of you.
XOXO

-Mom and Dad

O L I V I A
L E E  

T H O M P S O N
2 0 2 5





To our beautiful dancer, Kara, who believed in herself,
chased her passion, and became a strong, bright, shining star
with an amazing future. We are so proud of your strength,
brilliance, and huge heart. We love you! Mom, Dad,
Matt, Emily, and Lucky



Lucy Jean, 
We are so very proud of you! 

Twirl, sparkle, and let your 
heart dance! We love 

watching you light up the 
stage. Keep dancing, keep 
smiling, and keep shining 

brightly! We are so excited to 
see you continue your dance 
journey. Always remember to 
have fun. We love you to the 

moon and back! 
Love, 

Dad, Mom, Kailey, James, 
Pickles, Cocoa and Rosie 

 



FFiinnee  EEaarrtthh  LLaannddssccaappee    
OOvveerr  115500  RReeggiioonnaall  aanndd  NNaattiioonnaall  

AAwwaarrddss  

SSEERRVVIINNGG  DDCC,,  MMDD,,  &&  VVAA  SSIINNCCEE  11997777  

PPrrooffeessssiioonnaall  LLaannddssccaappee  DDeessiiggnn  
——————————————--  

BBeeaauuttiiffuull  PPllaannttiinnggss  
——————————————--  

PPaattiiooss,,  TTeerrrraacceess,,  aanndd  WWaallkkwwaayyss  
——————————————--  

MMaassoonnrryy  WWaallllss  
——————————————--  

DDeecckkss,,  PPeerrggoollaass,,  aanndd  AArrbboorrss  
——————————————--  

PPoooollss,,  PPoonnddss,,  aanndd  WWaatteerrffaallllss    

TTeell::  330011  --  997722  --  88881100        wwwwww..FFiinneeEEaarrtthh..ccoomm  


